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The photographs of Mark Morrisroe (1959–1989) feature a revolving 
cast of characters – childhood friends, ‘Boston school’ allies such as 
Jack Pierson, flatmates, lovers and hustlers – that imbues them, in the 
wake of those early days of AIDS, with a tremendous poignancy, edge 
and melancholy.

Struck by these qualities, the Morrisroe scholar and curator Teresa 
Philo Gruber decided to track down and interview the photographer’s 
friends, acquaintances and lovers, and to make this book – a portrait of 
Morrisroe through his milieu, or ‘family’.

“There was a sense of family…” The Friends of Mark Morrisroe
characterises Morrisroe as the photographer – director of his time and 
place. It includes interviews with Pia Howard, Jane Hudson, Kathe Izzo, 
Laurie Olinder, Jack Pierson, John Stefanelli, Mike and Doug Starn, 
Stephen Tashijan, Gail Thacker and others.

Morrisroe’s portraits of these subjects are included alongside 
contemporary portraits by Gruber.
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