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Gestalt Forms of Loch Ness £21

In this book, Gerard Byrne brings together the culmination of ten years 
of research into the Loch Ness Monster, the myth fuelled in the 1930s 
by the popular press in order to sell newspapers.

Appropriating formal conventions from the history of Land art that 
position landscape as the ‘other’, Byrne has compiled a series of 
images that deploy Loch Ness as a signifier for the enigmatic, the 
unreadable.

Using both the populist literature spawned by the Loch Ness myth and 
the photographic material his own expeditions have yielded as ‘found 
material’, Byrne has developed a project both humorous and 
melancholic, that ultimately reflects a crisis of belief in the photographic 
image that has surfaced since the last heyday of Loch Ness interest in 
the 1970s.

Published retrospectively after the exhibition Case Study: Loch Ness 
(Some Possibilities and Problems) 2001–2011, at Milton Keynes 
Gallery, 14 January – 3 April 2011.
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