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Reminiscent of the bizarre anthropomorphic portraits of sixteenth 
century painter Giuseppe Arcimboldo, Michael Bauer’s work creates 
figurative composites from abstraction and design.

Grotesque and distorted conglomerations of doodled elements, grey 
and muddy forms entangle as abject viscera; lumpy scar tissue, 
withering penises, and slithery dead matter converge as psychological 
landscape, and forlorn memento mori.

Bauer uses the qualities of abstract painting as a deviation of 
representational portraiture, allowing the media to replicate the 
characteristics of physical matter.

Traces of recognisable features, such as eyes and hands, give uneasy 
relation to celiac smears, scabby encrustations, and fluid brush marks, 
each rendered with a pristine delicacy.

Offset by harlequin ornamentation and elegant touches of primavera 
colour, Bauer’s reductive palette creates an antiquarian reverence, 
setting his absurd conceptions as icons of protracted contemplation.

Published with Peter Kilchmann Galerie, Zurich, and Hotel, London.

Product Details

Artist(s) Michael Bauer
Author(s) Sylvia Chivaratanond, Michaela 

Eichwald, Robert Kraiss
Publisher JRP | Editions
ISBN 9783905829853
Format hardback
Pages 116
Illustrations 49 colour, 24 b&w illustrations
Dimensions 285mm x 245mm
Weight 850

Distributed by
Cornerhouse Publications
HOME
2 Tony Wilson Place
Manchester
M15 4FN
England

Enquiries
+44 (0)161 212 3466 / 3468 
publications@cornerhouse.org

Orders
+44 (0) 1752 202301 
ipsuk.orders@ingramcontent.com

Website
www.cornerhousepublications.org

Twitter
@CornerhousePubs


