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This publication of drawings and works on (and with) paper offers a Artisi(s) Eﬁ‘é‘;{ Bg;ﬂghgfﬁﬂtygﬁhggﬂzie
small sample of contemporary work from the dynamic and diverse Osbaldeston, Martin Vincent
contemporary art scene of Manchester, England, documented in an Auth Richard Hvlton. Kurt Joh
exhibition at the Galleri s.e, Bergen, Norway in 2004 and travelling to Pub"zrri)r A'Ce_ir o Byogis’ urt Johannessen
the Grundy Art Gallery, Blackpool, in April 2005. . ye-Ay
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Beneath the otherwise singular and highly individual approaches of the Format softback
artists, the works share a poetic sense of ‘something dark’ — from Pages 80
Vincent's reductive treatment of momentous issues in sheet music and lllustrations 76 b&w illustrations
Osbaldeston’s hand-made art fanzines, to Mackintosh’s bleak and ; .

. A " - 2 . . Dimensions  235mm x 167mm
disturbing ink sketches, Biichler’s illegible diary and Hughes’ obsessive Weight 150
play with unremarkable everyday materials. This ‘darkness’ contrasts 9
with the extreme economy, immediacy and formal elegance of the
means by which it is expressed. It creates a tension between an
existential pathos and anxiety, and the often ambiguous humour which
is equally characteristic of the work.
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