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Manikins is an artist’s book which brings together photos of
mannequins and shop dummies in different parts of the world (from

cities such as Jerusalem, Venice, London, New York, and Vienna).

Made to display and sell clothes, they reflect and embody the

aspirations and desires of those who made and use them. Motionless,

inanimate, yet bearing the scars of use and grouped in ways

suggestive of interrupted action, they seem suffused with melancholy.

A melancholy that springs from hopeless longing to escape the
shopper’s gaze which is their whole reason for existence.

Alongside these photos are poems from the distant and more recent
past which contemplate and comment on the human condition and in
so doing obliquely elicit meaning from the images beside them.

Featuring poetry by Zhuang Zhou, Rumi, Omar Khayyam, Emily
Dickinson, and John Clare, among others.

Edited and published by the British art historian and museum director,
Mark Jones.
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ABOUT THE EDITOR

Sir Mark Ellis Powell Jones FSA FRSE (b. 1951) is a British art
historian, numismatist and museum director

Director of the Victoria and Albert Museum, London (2001-2011)
Master of St Cross College, Oxford (2011-2016)
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