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Fiona Tan: GAAF takes as its starting point the Agfacolor 
advertisement archive — several thousand 6×6 colour negatives and 
photographs which were taken between 1952 and 1968.

This archive provided Agfa with material for advertisements, brochures, 
exhibitions, and the magazine Agfa Photoblätter.

After discovering this almost forgotten and uncatalogued archive at the 
Museum Ludwig, the artist Fiona Tan became interested in the inherent 
paradox of its images: staged and idealized scenes of models posing 
for professional photographers, nonetheless intended to appear 
spontaneous and authentic, as if taken by amateurs.

The Dutch word ‘gaaf’ — an anagram, or reordering, of the letters in 
Agfa — means ‘neat’ or ‘perfect.’ In this body of work, Fiona Tan 
focuses on the image and the role of women as portrayed in these 
photographs, drawing attention to the ideal as opposed to the reality of 
these formative decades in postwar Germany.

Published on occasion of the exhibition, Fiona Tan: GAAF at Museum 
Ludwig, Cologne (4 May – 11 August 2019).

Co-published with Museum Ludwig.

English and German text.

Key Selling Points

Fiona Tan (b. 1966, Pekanbaru, Indonesia) lives and works in 
Amsterdam

Shortlisted for the Deutsche Börse Photography Prize (2007), and the 
Artes Mundi Prize (2003)

Solo exhibitions include: Photographers’ Gallery (London), 
Guggenheim Museum (Bilbao), Musée d’Art Contemporain (Montréal), 
and Venice Biennale
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