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Ikon presents a solo exhibition of work by New York based Lithuanian 
artist, Zilvinas Kempinas. Comprising a number of installations it is 
characteristically elemental, representing and embodying natural 
phenomena such as light and the circulation of air, with an emphasis on 
movement made by both visitors and kinetic works in the exhibition.

Kempinas’ work involves unprecious everyday objects and materials, 
and he is most renowned for using unwound videotape. It appeals to 
him not only as an ‘abstraction’ of moving imagery, but also because of 
its distinct physical qualities. Ideas of movement, in its pure kinetic 
state or as a trace of movement that has already happened, are 
developed through the artist’s work.

His new installation, made especially for Ikon, involves an upside-down 
video projection of a ride through forested landscape, a mass of metal 
rods (tripods) painted white and arranged on a high gloss black floor. It 
combines viewers’ movements through the space and formal density to 
result in a controlled environment that is immediately disorienting. 
Characteristically Kempinas is playing a smart aesthetic game, sharing 
something that is as wonderful as it is real.

This fully illustrated catalogue, includes an essay by New York based 
writer, Jessica Holmes.

Kempinas’ solo exhibitions include PS1 (2003), Kunsthalle Wien (2009) 
and the Tingueley Museum (Basel 2012). He is a recipient of the 
Calder Prize (2007) and represented the Lithuanian Pavilion at the 
Venice Biennale (2009).

Published on the occasion of the exhibition at Ikon Gallery, 
Birmingham, 23 September — 27 November 2016.
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