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“Models are generally understood as filtered interpretations of the 
environment, without the distraction of a multitude of various 
stimulations. In architecture they lean toward the utopian, showing how 
much better things could be: neither details nor decay can obfuscate 
the splendor of the new development on display. 

My own association with models has often taken advantage of the 
untouched and timeless quality they can offer. Parallel to those efforts, 
the materiality and transitory potential of paper and cardboard as such 
— materials we are all rather familiar with, in terms of makeshift 
projects and provisional usefulness — have not only moved from the 
margins of my studio to the center of my attention, but have also 
prompted a different approach. 

Looking at the details and the little pockets, edges, and coincidental 
collocations of the objects in front of me allowed me to emphasize their 
sculptural potential in an abstracted composition, instead of reading 
them as identifiable renderings of buildings. Taking this detour, this 
may well be my most photographic work to date, looking closely at 
someone else’s models and process in a workshop which could be my 
own — but isn’t.” 

— Thomas Demand

English and German text.
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