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“Hedda Sterne (1910-2011) is a magnificent heroine of art […] She
notices the smallest contrast or variation, and incorporates it deep
within her paintings. The means appear limited – just swathes on
coarse canvas – but the effects are magical, as if light itself were
breaking inside these works of art.” – Laura Cumming, The Guardian
(2020)
An active member of the New York School, Hedda Sterne, who was
born in Bucharest, Romania in 1910 and fled to the US in 1941, created
an extensive body of work that intersected with some of the most
important movements and figures of the twentieth century.
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A bridge between European Modernism, in particular Surrealism, and
American Abstract Expressionism, Sterne’s work stands as a testament
to her independence of thought, moving freely between figuration and
abstraction throughout her career.
Her work has enjoyed increased critical visibility in recent years,
featuring in major exhibitions in New York such as ‘Making Space:
Women Artists and Postwar Abstraction’, held at MoMA (2017), and the
ongoing display ‘Epic Abstraction’ at The Met Fifth Avenue.
This publication features an essay by Barbican Art Gallery curator,
Eleanor Nairne examining the themes and motifs of Sterne’s work and
the context in which it was made, and is richly illustrated with
reproductions of the exhibition’s paintings and works on paper.
Published after the artist’s first solo exhibition in the UK, ‘Hedda Sterne:
Vertical-Horizontal’ at Victoria Miro, London (29 January – 21 March
2020).
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